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CRICKET

The Old Boys’ Match against K.W.C. will
take place on SATURDAY and MONDAY,
JULY 23rd and 25th. Will any Old Boy who
would like to play in this match please send
his name to A. J. Bailey, Esq., ¢/o College ?

In view of last year’s disappointing response,
it is hoped that cricketing Old Boys will make a
special effort to play.
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RANDOM NOTES

We would like to thank a generous parent, who wishes to remain
anonymous, for the gift of a Television Set which has Leen set up
in the Physics lecture room to enable scientists to watch science
broadcasts. It will also be available on suitable occasions for
programmes of general interest, plays and important sporting events.

* * *

A photographer from The Illustrated London News was our guest
for three days in the middle of February. He took photos of most
of our normal activities, ranging from the Junior House bed time
story to the Fire Brigade's practice. Some at least of these photos
will appear with an article on the school probably sometime in

April.
* * =
The Whole Day Exercise planned for February 16th had to be
cancelled owing to bad weather. Snow ploughs were out on the
Mountain Road in the area ig which the main C.C.F. exercise was

to have taken place,
* * *

The Buchan School Dance, which was cancelled at the end of
last term because we had a mumps epidemic, was held on Friday,
January 22nd, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended it.
The band gave spirited renderings of many old favourites, and the
M.C., Mr. Humphries, maintained a nice balance between the wilder
and more energetic Gaelic dances and the sedate foxtrots that enabled
members of the older generation to regain their breath.

* * *

We read in the ‘° Daily Telegraph '’ of February 22nd that G. K.
Maddrell is one of a party of seven undergraduates who will leave
England in June on an Oxford and Cambridge expedition to Mali
and Mauretania in West Africa.

* * *

We enjoyed a free half on Friday, 12th February.
* * *

Mr. Tucker, who is still enjoying life in the Indian sun, has yet
to bag his first tiger, although he recently had a Tom Lehrer type
adventure with a cow. His school year ends on April 23rd, after
which he plans to spend three or four months travelling home via
Kashmir, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, South Africa and other such
primitive countries.

* * *

We congratulate P, G. Adcock on becoming Chairman of the

B.S.A. Apprentices’ Association Committee for 1959-60.

* * *

A large party of fifth and sixth formers enjoyed a schools’ matinee
performance of the film of the Bolshoi Ballet Company in Douglas
on Monday, February 8th. We get lamentably few opportunities
here of broadening the cultural front by visits to live ballet, opera
or theatre, and expeditions such as this are of great value.
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An athletics film, ‘‘ Olympic Prospects 1959 ' was shown on
February 8th and gth to mark the start of Athletics practice. It
contained many excellent slow motion sequences of champions in
action, and, it is hoped, gave added incentive to those field event
specialists who are beginning to adapt themselves to the more modern
techniques.

. * * *

On Thursday, February 25th we enjoyed a programme of most
accomplished piano duets by Bernice Lehmann and Kinlock Anderson.

* * *

A syndicate of business minded Praepositors is considering the
possibility of installing an automatic cough-sweet vendor outside

the gymnasium,.
* * *

Films shown this term included ‘‘ Carry on Sergeant,”” and
‘‘Appointment with Venus.’”” The star of the latter was, apparently,
a cow.

* * *

Last summer boys began receiving free golf instruction through
the Golf Foundation. R. Alan Chandler (1900-1903), has now most
generously presented a fine Cup for the Inter-house Foursomes to
encourage the game further. He believes that one can only acquire
a really grooved swing by starting the game young and wishes he
had been encouraged to take the game ap as a boy himself,

* * *

On Friday, February 26th, a group of historians and potential
university scholars attended a Conference of the Commonwealth
Institute at Douglas High School. They heard a lecture by the
President of the Institute, Sir James Harford, K.B.E., C.M.G., and
saw a film on Nigeria, a country of vital importance in Africa that
will gain its independence and join the Commonwealth on October

1st this year.
* * *

G.K.P. enthusiasts will be very sorry to hear that Mr, Denis
Thompson has decided to retire this year from setting the paper.
(In 1960 what Dickensian Bibliophile retired undefeated for 5,040 ?)
We would like to convey the sincere admiration and congratulations
of all members of College, past and present, on this continued
achievement of 28 years which has given both entertainment and
instruction to so many boys, parents, uncles, aunts, grandparents
and officials of the country’s leading Reference Libraries, all of whom
will be relieved to hear that the G.K.P. will continue.

* * *

We congratulate R. E. Maclachlan on helping Lancashire to win
the Junior section of the all-England inter-counties schoolboy cross-
country championships at Speke on March 1gth, by coming 6th in a
field of over 200.
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SCHOOL OFFICERS

Head of School: A. Q. Bashforth.

Praepositors: A. Q. Bashforth, E. C. Christian, M. Dixon,
P: N. Corlett, M. G. Walker, T. M. C. Moore,’
J. B. Atkinson, K. F. Lofthouse, R. ]J. P.
Bird.

Sub-Praepositors: C. J. Kegg, I. S. Fraser, A. P. Midgley,
M. J. S. Vaughan, R. J. Maddrell.

Captain of Football: A. Q. Bashforth.

Captain of Cross-Country Running: A. P. Midgley.
Capiain of Athletics: A. P, Midgley.

Captain of Swimming: 1. S. Fraser.

Captain of Fives: M. J. S. Vaughan.

Capiain of Shooting: T. G. Sayle.

Assistant Editor of the Barrovian: M. Dixon.
Senior Libravian: R. ]J. P. Bird.

VALETE
December, 1959

J. C., BEATY-POWNALL (1955-59) School, MVL. Praepositor, Head of House.
Captain of Shooting. 1st Colours Rugger 1959. Shooting VIII 1955-56-57-58-59.
1st Hockey XI 1959. House Captain Shooting and Hockey. House Crests
for Rugger and Shooting. House Team Senior Cricket, T. 1058, G.C.E,
‘0’ level in 1958 with 8 passes. Corporal in C.C.F. Cert. A. Parts 1 and 2,
Marksman,

Occupation in future : Hotel and Catering.

Home Address : The Dales, Ballanard Road, Douglas,

G. A. BEST (1954-59) Colbourne., UVI. Sub, Praepositor. House Crest for Cross.
country 1869. G.T, 1956-57-58-59. Committee Member of Scientiflc Society,
G.C.E. at ‘O’ level with 8 passes in 1957, 1 subject in July 1968. G.C.E.
at ‘A’ level in Physies and Chemistry ’1950. Lance/Corporal in C.C.F.
Cert. A. Parts-1 and 2. Signals Course 1958, Artillery Course 1958. Medical
Course 1959,
Occupation in the immediate future: Industrial Chemistry,
Home Address: Brookfield, Fairy Cottage, Laxey, Isle of Man,

J. A, CLAGUE (1953-59) Hunt, UIVb.
Home Address: Kionslieu, Howe Hill. Port St. Mary, Isle of Man.

D. A, COOKSON (1954-59) Colbourne. UVDb, House Crest for Cross-country 1959,
at ‘0’ level with 1 pass 1950. Able-S8eaman in C.C.F. R.N. Hection.
Cert ‘A. Parts 1 and 2. 1st Class Shot.
Going into business,
Home Address: Wistaston House, Wistaston, Nantwich, Chesmre

G. 8. COWLEY (1951-59) Jumor-,chkson. MVI. House Praepositor. 1st Colours
for Rugger 1959. 1st Colours for Swimming 1958-50. House Crest for
Swimming and Rugger. G.T. 1954-55-56-57-58-59, 1st place 100 yds. Swim.
ming. G.C.E. at ‘O’ level with 4 passes in 1958, Cert. A. Parts 1 and 2.
R.A.F. Proficiency Certificate. Marksman.

Occupation in the immediate future: -Surveying.
Home Address: ¢ Saddle Road, Braddan, Isle of Man,
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G. DARRICOTTE (1955-59) Walters. LVI. House Praepositor. House Team ¥enijor
XL 1959. G.T. 1957-58-59. G.C.E. at ‘O’ level with 8 passes July 1959, 1 pass
Dec. 19568, Cert. A. Parts 1 and 2. Marksman,

Occupation in immediate future: Engineer Apprentice.
Home Address: Park Moor Cottage, Pott Shrigley, Nr. Macclestfield,

M. A. DIXON (1956-59) Dickson. UVb. 1st Swimming Colours 1959. 2nd Rugby
Colours 1959. House Crests for Swimming, Rugger and Steeplechase. Q.
1956-57-68-59. G.C.E. at‘O’ level with 3 passes in 19569. Cert, A. Parts i
and 2. Marksman.

Going into business.
Home Address: 8 Badminton Road, Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester 21,

S. GREEN (1958-59) Hunt-School. MVI. House Praepositor., House Team Sentor
Rugger. G.C.E, at ‘O’ level with 6 passes in 1958, Cert. A Parts 1 and 2.

Occupation in immediate future: Tutorial College.
Home Address: 8 The Crescent, Derbyhaven, Isle of Man,

V. R. McDONALD (1965-59) Walters, UVDb. 1st Colours Athletics 1959 ; 18t
Colours Swimming 1959 ; 2nd Colours Rugger 1959. House Crests for
Swimming, Athletics, Steeplechase and Cricket. House Team Senior Rugger.
gél‘M1956 57-58-69 G.C.E. at ‘O’ level with 6 passes 1959, Queen’s Scout,

Going into business.
Home Address: 2 Uppingham Road, Stoneycroit, Liverpool 13,
P. D. J. WHITTLE (1953-59) Hunt, UVb. Colts Colours for Athletics 1958, House

Crest for Athletics, House Teams Junior and Senior Rugger and Cricket.
G.C.E. at ‘O’ level with 4 passes in 1959. Assistant Scout Master.

Occupation in the immediate future: Junior Laboratory Technician,
Home Address: BSandalwood, 19 High View Road, Douglas.
P. 8. WILKINSON  (1956-59) Dickson. UVb. House Team Shooting 1959. G.T.

1959, G.C.E. at ‘O’ level with 4 passes 1959. Lance/Corporal in C.C.FK.
Cert. A. Parts 1 and 2. Marksman,

Occupation in immediate future: Engineering (Plastics).
Home Address: 36 Elton Drive, Dean Lane, Hazel Grove, Stockport.

R. N. MARTIN (1958.59) School UVb.
Home Address: 19 Westfield Court, Catherine Road, Surbiton, Surrey.

Valete — January, 1960

R. M. GARFIELD (1968-60) Colbourne. UVb,
Home Address: 2 High Street, Erdington, Birmingham 23.

SALVETE

January, 1960
SCHOOL HOUSE : Bohan, T.W. (MIVDb); Hoyle, S.G. (MIVa).
COLBOURNE HOUSE : Radford, J.L. (UIVD).

DICKSON HOUSE : Lloyd-Jones, J.M. (UIVa); Morrey, J. (MIVa); Smith,
P.H.J. (UIVD),

‘WALTERS HOUSE : ‘Smyth, H.A. (UIVa).
JUNIOR HOUSE : Hoyle, R.G. (II),
HUNT HOUSE : Chambers CJ.R.8. (II); Watterson, W.P, (III),
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CHAPEL NOTES

Since the last issue of the Barrovian we have welcomed the
following - outside preachers :
Nov. 22nd—G. D. Hooper of C.M.S.
Nowv, .20—The Archdeacon.
Dec. 6th—Rev. . M. Cubbcen.
Jan. 31st— Rev. T. B. Jenkins, Vicar of Malew.
Feb. 7th—]J. R. Smith, Esq., Headmaster of Castle Rushen,
Feb. 14th—Rev. E. B. Glass, Vicar of Castletown,

Special Collections :

Carol Services, Dr. Barnado’s Homes .................. {37 16 o
Envelopes for the London Society for the Blind {5 10 ©
LIBRARY NOTES

Since the last issue of the Barrovian we have obtained the following
books : "

Bernard Shaw — A. C. Ward.
..A Chaucer Handbook — R. D. French
Milton — : D, Daiches.
British Drama — Allardyce Nicoll

The Songs and Sonnets of John Donne—
Theodore Redpath.
The Allegory of Love — C. S. Lewis.
English Literature in the Early Eighteenth Century —
Bonamy Dobree.
Invisible Cargo —— L. Walmsley.
Aspects of Science Fiction — Doherty (Fiction).

These. particularly those of English criticism, will be extremely
valuable and make this section one of the best equipped in the
Library.

R. J. P. Bird, Senior Librarian

CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Sir,

Previous policy has dictated that the two organisations, the C.C.F.
and the Scouts, should be mutually exclusive, and a school career
involving both has been severely discouraged, except in exceptional
cases. Recent evidence indicates that they are both integral parts
of a boy’s educaticn. Their aims are similar, but hoth have inherent
faults which prevent these aims from being fully attained.

Scouting- at College generally fails to produce any kind of leader-
ship, or power to command, instruct or discipline.-
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The C.C.F. supposedly attains these ends, but it does so much to
the detriment of the independence of the individual.

Neither can keep the average boy interested for more than four
years, Moreover in an age when it is an advantage for a boy tc
have taken part in as many out of school activities as possible, should
he not spend a period in both organisations ?

Consider a compulsory period in the C.C.F. for all boys from
14-16}, in which time they would have to pass the Army Proficiency
exam, attend a camp and a course, and do two terms leadership
training. They would then have the choice of a further period in
the Army section, or of joining the R.A.F. or R.N. sections, or of
joining the Senior Scouts,

We suggest that the results would be :

1. To encourage young boys to join the Scouts by fixing a higher
age limit for the C.C.F. A keen boy could perhaps continue
scouting in his- spare time whilst in the C.C.F., as two boys
do at the moment.

2. To encourage healthy competition between senior branches of
the C.C.F. and Scouts.

3. To enable a boy to become a Queen’s Scout and hold a rank in
the C.C.F.

4. To stop the present tendency for the slack type staying in the
Scouts as a soft option to the C.C.F.

5. To discontinue the practice of the very slack type being discatded
from the Scouts and having to join the C.C.F. at an age too old
for discipline to have much effect (even Baden-Powell did not
intend scouting to be only for good boys).

‘If ‘these suggestions were followed, there would be a higher
standard in both C.C.F. and Scouts, and the latter would become
a truly voluntary organisation.

Yours etc.,

E. Christian (Under Officer)

T. M. C. Moore (C.S.M.)

M. Dixon (Colour Sergeant)

K. F. R. Lofthouse (Sgt. R.A.F.)

M. G. Walker (Petty Officer, R.N.)
J. B. Atkinson (A.S.M.)
P. N. Corlett (A T.L.)

Dear Sir,

T read with interest’ the correspondence published in the last issue
of the “ Barrovian '” regarding the School songs. Does the writer,
in réfering to Professor Proctor-Gregg’'s *‘ improved >’ version of the
song, have in mind a completely differént and rather less melodious
cetting which I inherited on my arrival here with-a copy of a copy
of the M.S. of the-one we sing ? If so, is he really willing for the
Schoo} to learn. yet .a.tbird melody;. as they-already sing two songs
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at concerts ? It may of course be that the Prcfessor has a third
setting himself, but surely K.W.C. should hold a copy of it, and
we certainly do not. However, I will write and ascertain.

As for Mr. Thompson’s song being ‘‘ too fast,”” 1 can only say
that on my arrival here I consulted the composer, who played me
a recording he made of his song, with express instructions to speed
it up, as it was always sung too slowly. Mr., Bird must therefore
make this particular complaint to the composer,

Yours etc,

P, H. Matthews.

SECOND HOUSE PLAYS
24th November, 1959

WALTERS HOUSE
THE ASS AND THE PHILOSOPHERS
by Gwenyth Jones

A play with a dubious classical flavour — we woundered for example,
just where, and when. Vestal Virgins actually originated — this
was presented on a set classically simple, and symmetrical, and
unfortunately divided from left to right halfway down the stage,
with the unfortunate effect of halving the available acting space.

In putting this play on, Walters were taking a calculated risk, for
they were compelled to find a large number of competent female
actors. three of them capable of acting oldish women, a notoriously
difficult thing to do. As a result though they most certainly
discovered some obvious talent. The older women appeared too
voung, and largely, owing to the comparative inexperience of the
actors, their individual characteristics were not really thought out.
However, all looked and moved like women, and they filled their
parts more than adequately. Indeed the real reason why these very
minor inperfections were noticed was that the performance was
generally of so high a standard that the would-be critic, seeking
faults was reduced to looking at points which would be regarded
as extremely minor in a normal production.

The voung girls were delightful in every way. Clytie (Killip),
though outshone, was much more than competent, and impressed,
although the roguish element in her character which could make her
run away with a sailor was not emphasised quite enough, Chloe
(Hawkins)} proved to be admirably cast and trained, and as the
young woman in search of a mate wag extremely attractive in every
sense. Darricotte, was unfortunately slightly inaudible on occasions,
but was delightfully scatterbrained and obsequicus.

The brothers Weale, as the two philosophers, one the apostate to
hedonism from the pursuit of wisdom, showing brilliance as a wicked
old man with an eye for the girls and a taste for the wine, the
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other, with a devastating sniff, proving himself a stern misogynist,
might have been playing these parts all their lives.

In conclusion, the whole cast showed competence, and the
production a surprising maturity, the lessons of last year have
obviously been digested, and one must congratuiate the producer,
however much his adviser, Mr. Jarman, assisted him.

R. J. P. Bird.

DICKSON HOUSE

THICKER THAN WATER
by Wilson Barnes

The Dickson House play was characteristically good. Its gripping
plot dealt with a social problem, the presence in a small Lancashire
town of a sex maniac. It was a well chosen play, for casting had
clearly presented no problem.

The setting, although intensely realistic, was rather too
symmetrical, and the stage hands might have made a better job of
securing the dcor.

The mood, which recovered miraculously after the disastrous
embrace in which the heroine lost her wig, was temse throughout.
It is clear, however, that the senior school audience has less capacity
for appreciating drama than its younger brethren. The recovery in
this case was due to the skill of the actors, the most outstanding of
whom was Dixon, who produced a superb performance. He was ably
backed up by two typical Lancashire ladies, the senile grandmother
{Isherwood), and the most realistic town gossip (Griffiths F.), who
gave his finest performance to date. The brothers (Wyton and
Batty), whose parts required considerable interpretation, were more
than competent. The remainder of the cast supported them with
skill and understanding.

Our congratulations are due to the producer (Mr, Kelly) for
producing the play so admirably and with so much feeling.

P. G. Gilling.

UNDERSTUDIES

THE LIFT THAT FAILED
by Percival Wilde

In a set that gave little scope for real acting, and at times
effectively muffled some of the speakers, the understudies on the
whole gave a reasonable performance. A patiently coached young
cast gave an amusing if remarkably brief insight into the reactions
of a group of ordinary people trapped in a jammed lift. Hood, as
the book canvasser, Harrop as the cheeky lift-boy, and Okell were
perhaps the more accomplished actors, with Maddrell and Maxwell
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giving a most amusing if somewhat laboured lovers’ quarrel in the
middle of everything.

The understudies tried very hard, but found the play rather
unsuitable, and difficult to make very effective. :
G. Scott-Forrest.

LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETY

We completed the Winter Term’s programme with a quietly
entertaining literary meeting built around the subject of ‘‘Autumn,”’
with poetry and prose varying from the morbid, melancholy and
mysterious to the witty, frivolous and flippant, Our thanks for the
enjoyment were largely due to Mr. Kegg who undertook the monu-
mental task of arranging it and to the President for the use of his
study and gramophone.

A delightful balloon debate was the public business of the next
meeting, the varioug unfortunates, the figures from the arts, enter-
tainment, the theatre and the ranks of statesmen, diverted us
greatly by their efforts to make the others appear both ridiculous
and unnecessary. Dr. Albert Schweitzer was deservedly victorious.

It was decided that the subject of the last debate of the term
should be changed from television to the Public School system, and
it was abundantly clear that though frivolity was popular, on a
serious topic, the Society could debate seriously.

The honorary secretary with violent phillipic oratary denounced
the Army, the Government, and the Church, let alone business.
Corruption, depravity, and inefficiency were but the mildest of the
abuses expcsed. Mr. Caine seconding him drove home the social
evils of the system. The Opposition claimed the creation of
initiative and independence, and pointed out the fine traditions of
sport and public service of the Public Schools. So many speeches
were made from the floor that there was no time for summing up,
but the motion, ‘‘ that the effects of the Public School system are as
disastrous as they are inherent, in all aspects of our society,’’ was
well and truly defeated.

So far this term we have held a series of hat debates, and a debate
vpon the values of a classless society which, it was decided was
distinctly ‘‘ non-U.”” We hope to complete the term’s proceedings
with debates with the Dilettanti and the Manx Law Society.

R. J. P. Bird, Hon. Sec.

MANX SOCIETY

In the latter part of the Winter term two meetings of the Society
took place. In the first on the 12th November, a paper was
delivered by A. Q. Bashforth on the Royal Manx Fencibles. It
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appears that these ‘‘ stout fellows *’ were all volunteers and made
up a type of Home Guard. There were three corps of Fencibles in
all and one of the corps even left the Isle of Man to fight in Ireland
at the beginning of the nineteenth century. But the impression
gained by the Society was that these regulars did not take their
duties very seriously.

At the next meeting on the 1oth December, E. C. Christian spoke
on ‘‘ Early Christianity in the Isle of Man.”” This was mainly a
story about a certain pirate, Machatus, who after falling into the
hands of the Irish was set adrift in an open boat and left, without
food or water, to die. The boat drifted ashore at what is now called
Maughold Head, and after being converted to Christianity,
Machatus was later made the fourth Bishop of the Isle of Man. His
name was changed to Maughold and it was he who divided up the
Island into its divisions of sixteen parishes.

In the first meeting of the Easter term, we were given a thorough
account of Sport in the Island by M. Dixon. (Sport here not
ircluding ‘“ bird ** watching.) Apparently the Manxmen in general
have not been great games players, but occasionally a Manxman has
bLeen awarded some high English sporting honour.

C. J. Kegg and P. N. Corlett gave us two papers in the second
meeting of this term. Kegg’'s paper dealt with the alcohol problem
from about the seventeenth century to the present day, No matter
what some modern Manx statesmen have to say about ‘‘ the good
old days,”’ drinking in public houses is not half the problem it was
one hundred years ago. As an example of how much alcohol was
consumed, it is recorded that in Ballaugh there were thirteen public
houses kept running by a population less than today’s, which
supports only one public house,

The other paper by P. N. Corlett was entitled ‘* Manx Miscellany,’’
dealing mainly with shipping around the Manx shores. This was
concluded after an ‘‘ It’s a fact,”” book had been passed round which
was received with great interest by the members, and I think the
book! is still being passed around the studies.

A. Q. Bashforth, Hon. Sec.

THE KNIGHTS

So far this term there has only been one meeting, at which Mr.
Jarman gave an interesting paper on the Romances. He explained
their origin in Greek myth and put forward a theory that a scape-
goat was one of the main ideas, which extended even as far as
* Hamlet.”” During the ensuing questions no points of very great
interest arose, except that of Arthur, who, it was felt, merited at
least one evening to himself.

J. Weale.
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GRAMOPHONE SOCIETY

At last we can record forty members present for well nigh every
meeting. These joyous ciicumstances, however, are for once not
only due to prep dodgers, but to a genuine love of (a) the fire in
Mr. Garland’s study, and (b) good music. Even numerous benign
studyholders roll out of their domains that they may listen to
Mozart. This term we have had two meetings so far, one given by
J. Weale entitled, ‘‘ Slavonic Music,”” and one by the Hon, Sec.,
on Mozart’s operas.

Thus we are reminded of the happy days when the Gramophone
Society took place in Mr. Bailey’s study, and see that the same
vast numbers are beginning to return.

A. Weale, Hon. Sec

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY

At the final meeting of last term, the Society was shown a film
entitled, ‘‘ The Story of Fine Bone China.”” This film dealt with
the manufacture of fine bone china in considerable detail and in
colour — demonstrating the craftsmanship employed since it was
first made, to the present day, with all its minute care and versatile
design.

The first, and so far only, meeting of this term took the form of
two papers. The first was on ‘‘ Sleep,”’ by the Hon. Sec., and it
explained the various theories on sleep and it causes since Alcmeon
(16th century B.C.), and how even today scientific endeavour has
failed to produce a satisfactory explanation.

In complete contrast S. Brayshaw gave his paper on ‘‘ Explosives

and Pyrotechnics,’”” demonstrating their several potentialities in a
spectacular and odoriferous manner.

I3

J. B. Atkinson, Hon. Sec.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
This term we started off with a most enlightening theoretical and
practical lecture on Enlarging by I. C. Batty.

One meeting later this term will consist of a lecture on colour,
with the help of slides, by one of our members.

A. P. Midgely, Hon. Sec.

MUSIC CLUB

At the first meeting of the term, the Vice-President gave a piano
recital of music by Bach, Haydn, Dvorak, Kodaly, Bridge and Villa
I.obos. It was unfortunate that the piano had not the tone, at one
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extreme, for the Kodaly, and at the other, for the piece by Bridge.
The second meeting was an attempt to sound the depths of College
¢pinion with extracts from Britten's ‘‘ Let’'s Make An Opera.”
Although all felt that the music would go down well at a concert,
a number were not sure about the words; but all felt that a concert
version was not to be tried. It was decided at a committee meeting
fc:lat it should be expanded and Caine and Callister were voted onto
it.

J. Weale, Hon. Sec.

CHESS CLUB

This term a syndicate of four masters has assisted in coaching the
club and it is hoped that their efforts will begin to bear fruit.

Neither team hag been very successful but both are very young
and eleven of the twelve will be available again next year.

Early in the term, the first team, playing without one of the
school’s better players, was only narrowly defeated (34-43) by the
Southern Club, the current champions.

P. N. W. Helm, Hon. Sec,

BADMINTON SOCIETY

The challenge to the Masters, threatened in the last issue of the
Barvovian hag been delivered and we wait with eager anticipation
for them to name the time, date and place. We have already agreed
upon badminton rackets as the weapons.

Meanwhile a fixture has been arranged with the Buchan School.
We hope to boast of our victories in the next issue of the

Barrovian.
J. B. Atkinson, Hon. Sec.

AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY

Early this term we were given a learned and much enjoyed lecture
on the history of Ronaldsway by I. Wallis. Our thanks to him for
his hard work and research.

We shall soon be holding a photographic competition, and towards
the end of term hope to show a film on the problems confronting
a test pilot — may the gods of the weather be kinder to us than they
were last December,

A. R. Bowman, Hon. Sec.
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A METEOROLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF THE SUMMER,
1959

The steady progress of the weather rarely becomes a subject of
national interest for long. A passing winter storm might make the
Leadlines but it is soon over and forgotten, A summer like that of
1959 however, with its prolonged drought and days of continuous
sunshine will be remembered for quite some time especially after the
‘*“ summers *’ of the previous three years. At the beginning of last
summer, we were dreaming of the summer of 1955 and hoping that
the summer sunshine might return, not knowing exactly where it
had been in those intervening years,

Mr. Edwards, an eminent amateur meteorclogist from Port St.
Mary, writing in the Isle of Man Times stated that never, since
records began had there been four successive bad summers. Little
aid we know that several monghs later, the south of the Island was
to be transformed into a ‘‘ living desert.”” The Azores anticyclone
{a region of high pressure generally centred near the Azores, a group
of islands about 500 miles west of Portugal) persisted very near the
Eritish Isles for most of the summer. In the preceding wet summers,
anticyclones or * Highs’® (associated with good weather) had
become established over Greenland and the Azores, and left the
British Isles in the path of countless depressions which crossed the
country about twice a week giving rain and high winds. The summer
position of the Azores anticyclone cannot be forecast since nobody
knows the causes of its movement. Thus long range forecasting is
still in a primitive stage of development.

Last summer started abruptly in the second week of May after
some thundery weather, and shade temperatures were soon nearly
70°F even in the Isle of Man where unusually high shade
temperature are rarely experienced due to the insular climate,
although the Island’s solar radiation temperature is prattically the
highest in the British Isles. May was very dry with only 299% of
the normal rainfall at Ronaldsway (i.e. just over half an inch) and
sunshine toc was 1129 of the normal,

June was on the whole less abnormal than May but it wag notable
that, although the rainfall was only just below the 1947 to 1958
average, the sunshine was still considerably in excess and it
was rather ironical that the Senior T.T. had to be postponed due to
bad weather for the second time during its 52 year history. July
began with a heatwave in the south of England, the shade
temnperature reaching 93°F at Greenwich but only 72°F at Ronalds-
way. The rainfall was again only 779% of the average but the
anticyclonic system showed signs of collapsing from time to time
although, as we know, ‘‘bad weather '’ never obtained a firm
footing.

August was a really remarkable month with hot south easterly
winds bringing an official drought to many parts of the North West
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of the British Isles with the rainfall at Ronaldsway only 9%, of the
average and the daily maximum temperature up by over 4°F; (an
extreme maximum of 77°F occurred on the 21st).

In some parts of Britain including Blackpool and the West country,
severe thunderstorms occurred in the second week causing flooding,
but even so, by the end of the month water supplies over most of
the country were sinking alarmingly and the prolonged drought
during most of September brought water rationing to many areas.

September was, in fact, the most abnormal month of the summer
and although 39.8 mm. of rain were recorded at Ronaldsway, nearly
3o mm. fell on the 22nd, breaking a 24 day drought. The warmth
continued and the temperature touched 69°F on October 3rd at
Ronaldsway and a week later, water rationing commenced in the
scuth of the Island. By October 19th (when a deep Atlantic
depression crossed the British Isles) the water situation was critical.
I+ was aggravated by severe bursts at the mains and so rumour
tcld us, farm workers living near Ballakilpheric met tidal waves
washing down the country lanes.

The summer ended as abruptly as it had begun and the severe
gales of November and December brought the total rainfall for 1959
at Ronaldsway practically up to the average.

Now that Spring bas arrived our thoughts naturally turn to the
coming simmer, The Press tells us that we will experience twenty
years of fine summers, Personally, I think that if an anticyclonic
system becomes established in our vicinity in May or June, another
good summer can be expected although it may not be as good as
last year.

The statistics of the summer months for Ronaldsway are given
below and for comparison with previous years, a percentage of the
1947-58 average is also recorded.
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May .ooooiin s 60.8 +4.3 246.5 112% 16,4 20% 9 —4
June .............. 62.2 +1.8 2657 123% 49.8 94% 12 —1I
July ool 64.3 +0.6 197.0 96% 447 77% 12 —2
August .......... 66.6 +4.1 196.1 109% 6.4 9% —10
September ..... €40 +4.0 167.9 120% 308 49% 4 -—13
Average for
Summer ..., ... 63.6 +3.0 1070.7 113% 157.1 49% 41 -—30

P. Callister.
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SUMMER CONCERT

We have come to expect school concerts of an ambitious nature,
and the Summer Concert in July, 1959, was no exception. In fact
the programme was more ambitious than ever — Bach’s .triple piano
concerto, a group of Schubert songs, a performance by the choir of
folk-songs by Bartok, to name but three items. On the whole the
concert was a success, even if certain items were taxing to the
performers and occasionally to the audience as well.

The concert began with Mr. Matthews conducting that ever-popular
pot-boiler, ‘ The War March of the Priests,”” by Mendelssohn. This
was the only concession to public taste, and for that reason not a
wise choice. The orchestra is becoming more refined and rather
eclectic in musical matters, and the wviolins seemed rather
embarrassed. However the less sensitive members of the Orchestra
were not, and the percussion in particular was able to reach the
required level of vulgarity.

Garrett and McIntosh D fallowed playing the Sonata in G minor
by Eccles (a composer of great sensitivity masquerading behind an
impossible name). Both performers demonstrated that they were
fast on the way to becoming accomplished instrumentalists,
particularly Garrett, whose intonation was always good. What he
needs to acquire now is more ‘‘ attack '’ and robustness.

The choir’s Bartok songs were not quite so successful, though
the choir deserves full credit for singing in the original Czech (which
was preferable to the bad German. and worse English, into which
they had been translated). Bartok makes subtle use of cross-rhythms
and pungent harmonies, which I felt were not fully appreciated by
the. choir. Ewven the most rumbustious of the songs emerged as a
rather tame affair,

After Bartok — Madrigals. These were good, but please can we
have the table on the stage in future concerts, where the madrigalists
can be appreciated by being seen as well as heard.

The master’s Mammoth madrigal group followed, singing a song of
educational interest in keeping with the serious tone of the concert.
This turned out to be a series of caricatures on musical intruments
(one master per instrument) in which it was demonstrated how
rightly the German tongue is recognised as a rather elderly and
comic relation amongst European tongues.

After this ‘‘ interval ’’ there remained Skidmore’s group of songs
and Bach’s triple piano concerto. Regrettably the songs were a
disappointment. Three songs instead of five would have been ample
and surely some of the lighter Schubert songs would have been
preferable to Winterreise, which requires comsiderable interpretative
skill. This was a pity, as Skidmore has a pleasant voice, which was
shown to better advantage in the two songs by Brahms and Grieg
which followed.

The highlight of the concert was the performance by Mr. Matthews,
Callister C., and Caine of the Bach concerto, accompanied by the
Crchestra. This indeed was an ambitious undertaking, which
necessitated a lot of hard work. All the performers had mastered
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the difficult passages in the concerto and Mr. Matthews, conducting
as well as playing, ensured that the performance never lagged for a
moment.

After thic we had the usual leavers’ songs sung, in direct contrast
to the previous item, with more enthusiasm than artistry. However
enthusiasm is more important on such occasions, and everyone sang
with gusto, bringing the concert to a fitting conclusion. D]

THE SCHOOL CONCERT

This event which, as far as one could gather, was anticipated with
mixed feelings by the bulk of the audience, proved a happy prelude
te the half-term holiday. To be fair to the audience, some of the
initial unrest may well have been due to the preliminary activities
of a visiting photographer from the London Nlustrated News. In
order that some visual expression of the cultural pastimes of King
William’s College may be relayed to the world at large through the
medium of this illustrious periodical, the choir and orchestra were
required to assemble immediately before the concert began, and the
audience were presented with the somewhat unnerving spectacle of
these two groups, posed as if giving forth of their best, while not a
sound was to be heard but the mechanic click of the photographer’s
equipment.

After this false alarm, however, the concert began in earnest, with
a performance of the overture to Mozart's opera, ‘‘ Die Entfithrung
aus dem Serail.”” It is perhaps wrong to say that the concert thus
began in earnest because, although this title is, in the very nature
of the German tongue, rather forbidding, its ltalian title, ‘' 1l
Seraglio *’ echoes far more the grace and light-heartedness of the
work. In fact, it sparkles, and the goncert performance was lent
added lustre by the renewed activities of the photographer, who,
apparently appearing from nowhere, suddenly loomed up behind the
conductor, and proceeded to illuminate the various sections of the
crehestra in a series of dazzling flashes, like some re-incarnation of
Mephistopheles.

Thereafter, the photographer disappeared altogether, and T. J. K.
Owen was confronted with no such disturbing vision to upset his
composure, as he sang Brahms’ ‘* Wintertime,”” and Ireland’s ‘‘ Sea
Fever.”” Indeed Owen’s composure was remarkable in one so young,
and no one can have failed to enjoy the gloriously pure notes which
soared forth from the rather diminutive figure on the stage.

Owen was followed by D. Mclntosh, and one was again forced to
admire the performer’s calmness, as he tackled the difficult seven
variations on ‘“ God Save the King,”” by Beethoven; a work which
tested to the full, McIntosh’s very considerable skill. He nevertheless
mastered most of its difficulties, and gave a spirited rendering of the
work. The Music Club Choir evidently enjoyed singing Adam’s,
‘“ Comrades in Arms,’”” and Vaughan William’s setting of the Essex
folk-song, ‘‘Bushes and Briars.”” In the former, a somewhat tuba-like
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phrase in the bass line clearly afforded those singers ample
cpportunity to display the power and youtbfulness of their voices.

The item which concluded the first part of the concert was Delius’,
‘“ On Hearing the First Cuckoo in Spring.’”’ Here, Mr. Matthews, in
a brief introduction to the piece, subtly prepared the audience for
the worst; and then produced a performance which, considering the
hazards with which any Delius work is fraught, must be ranked as a
highlight of the evening. The tremendous effect which the orchestra
achieved can best be judged perhaps, by the fact that the almost
continuous rustle and murmur of sound which had arisen from the
audience up to this point, was perceptibly lessened, and the magic
of the music permeated a hushed and appreciative hall, only to be
bLroken by enthusiastic applause at the end, and the bustle of the
interval.

The interval was followed by Vautor's, ‘‘ Sweet Suffolk Owl,”?
and Byrd’s, ‘‘ Though Amaryllis Dance,’”” sung by the Madrigal
Singers. These again were sung with enthusiasm and obvious
enjoyment, although some of Byrd’s intricacies were seen to
disconcert the singers at one-point.

From the sublime to the slightly less so (but not in the least
ridiculous); the Madrigal Singers were followed onto the stage by
those of Elysinm. Nothing can be said about these, except that
their performance was much as might be expected, which can
sarpass the notice about them which appeared on the back of the
programme. This, an artistic piece in its own right, deserves to be
left to posterity in these momentous annals, as it so nicely preserves
the spirit of those four hoary shades of a bygone age.

Elysian Singers

We are proud to present this group of singers on the Centenary of
their appearance at Peel Opera House, Here is an extract from
the programme of their performance, February 18, 1860.

€lysian Singers

““ This musty harmonium group of professional gemtlemen, here
appearing for the first time, has behind it a chain of notorious achieve-
ments. for instance, at a recent appearance outside the Royal Opera
House, Covent Garden, the audience was so stirved that My. Peel’s
Metropolitan Police had to intervene ; amd when the group was com-
manded to swing before Her Majesty Queen Victoria, she was heard to
utter the now famous ‘We are not amused, Mr. Disraeli.” Distinguished
writers and statemen have commented usually unfavourably:—

‘“ Swans sing before they die; ‘twere belter thing
If certain men should die before they sing.’”
(Mr. COLERIDGE)
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‘“ They told me the music was difficult, and by Gad, sir, like
Dr. Johmnso,n I wish it were impossible.”

Mgr. W, S. GILBERT AT THE SAvoy GRILL

* If Helen of Troy could launch a thousand ships, these singers
could bring the Great Exhibition, and the Crystal Palace with it,
falling about our ravished ears.”

(MRr. GLaDsTONE, while felling a tree)

‘‘ CORRIGENDA.
{. 1. For ‘musty harmonium ’ read ‘' most harmonious.’
For ‘ notorious ’ read ‘ notable.’
For ‘ outside ’ read ‘ in.’
For ‘swing ' read ‘sing.’

EX N4

NNN..
® oW »

For ‘ usually unfavourably ’ read ‘ unusually favourably.

They rendered Webbe’s, ‘‘ Discord, Dire Sister,”” Goss’, ‘' The
Courtly Bard,” and Lloyd’s, ‘‘Fly to my Mistress.”

In order to restore the balance of aestheticism, there followed two
items which added polish and distinction to the concert. These
were the piano duets; Sinding’s Norwegian Dances Nos. 4 and 5,
played by P. Caine and P. H. Matthews, Esq.; and Three Romances
for oboe and piano, Op. 94, by Schumann, played by J. A. Coleman
and P. H. Matthews, Esq. Sinding is oné of those composers who
has achieved popular renown with just one work. ‘‘ The Rustle of
Spring ’* in hig case, and whose other works are little known. The
piano duet was, because of this, as rare as it was delightful. J. A.
Coleman’s skill on the oboe, too, was a source of delight and
admiration such as one would not expect to find in a school concert.

The evening concluded to the strains of the chapel choir who,
venturing forth from their hallowed precincts into a world of secular
music, yet maintained their familiar decorum. in two semi-religious
motets from Parry’s, ‘‘ Songs of Farewell,”” ‘‘ Never weather-beaten
sail,”” and ‘* My soul, there is a country.”

One might conclude by saying that, in a concert which might
reasonably be expected to give as much pleasure to the performers
as to the audience, the school was given its full share of enjoyment,
which would ¢ it through the one remaining day before half-term,
with music joyfully ringing in whatever part of its anatomy
constitutes the seat of its emotions.

AM].
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KITZBUHEL

On December 23rd, at 7.30 a.m., a small winter-clad K.W.C.
party joined a Manchester Grammar School group near Victoria
Station at the outset of a ski-ing holiday. For many it was the
first Christmas away from home, and certainly not the last. From
Dover, with a welcome lunch on board, we arrived at Ostend in
time to take the Tauern Night Express across Belgium and Germany,
Lunch was provided at Munich Station and then we departed by
coach on a steady climb up to the snow-line. Our destination was
just beyond Kitzbiithel, at Pension Gstrein, Aurach, a splendid
establishment run by an ex-Austrian skising champion. Food and
accommodation were excellent, and the atmosphere was friendly and
iree throughout.

Next morning, after the fitting of skis and allocation of equipment,
we were split up into appropriate groups : ‘‘ experts,”’ those who
had skied before, and novices. Ski-lehrers, resplendent in red jerseys
and cap comforters, began their courses of instruction straight away
on Christmas morning. In halting Fnglish they had us ‘‘ bending ze
knees,”” ‘‘ always side-stepping ’’ and generally feeling our feet.
With a set course of 10 lessons each of z hours duration, it was
amazing to observe the progress made in a few days. From straight
runs on gentle slopes one graduated through traverses to turns
“ always ze weight on ze lower ski,”” not forgetting to ‘ wind up ”’
correctly. It was great fun speeding up the ski-lift for the first
time and and then tearing down the slope in blissful ignorance of
how to stop, scattering skulking schoolgirls, as Brown and Corkill
demonstrated to the delight of all save the ski-lehrers.

During free time there was ample opportunity for venturing further
afield on steeper ski-lifts, taking mountain tours, shopping in
Kitzbiihel and freezing at international ice-hockey matches. Frequent
dances were arranged in and around Hechenmoos and a lively spirit
of festivity prevailed.

Plans are being made by Mr. Garland to include a larger K.W.C.
contingent for Xmas 1960.
AD.T.

NIGERIAN CHRISTMAS

On landing at Port Harcourt in the Western region of Nigeria,
you at once notice the humidity of the air. A wave of heat hits
you as though an oven had just been opened, and sweat pours from
your face. The first thing you want is a long, cold drink, as you
stand, a lone figure in clothes fit for the South Pole, amongst the
unconcerned black porters and the cool and efficient looking airport
officials in their clean whites and cotton shirts. But a shower and
a change of clothes will soon make all the difference, and enable you
to go out and enjoy the tropical sun.

Port Harcourt lies in the Niger delta. surrounded by marshes and
swamps, and although called a port it handles very little shipping.
The town provides a streng contrast; in the centre are many modem
REuropean type buildings and shops, but the outskirts consist mainly
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of groups of small mud and palm leaf huts clustered around colourful,
though frequently strong smelling, market places, There are also
in this area a few factories for the production of palm oil, built
beside sand roads which are often washed away in the monsoon
scason.

The people themselves are of a gay, light-hearted temperament,
and this is reflected in the gay constumes they put on during
festivals. Although an increasing number are becoming well
educated and many are skilled craftsmen, the great majority are
still very simple and live under the influence of their witch doctors.

Tt comesgns a great relief to leave the town and take a trip by
helicopter to one of the palm fringed golden beaches which rival even
the beaches of the Caribbean in majesty and charm. As you lie in
the sun watching the small fishing boats skimming the waves with
full sail, or sit eating tropical fruits and listening to the chatter
and laughter of this carefree people, you cannot help but think that
there is much to be said for a Nigerian Christmas.

D. C. Hawkins, LVx.

INDIAN PEN-FRIEND

My pen-friend, Tayant Dowda (pronounced Giant Dowder) goes
to the Scindia school at Gwalior which is two hundred miles south
ot India’s capital Dehli. He modestly claims not to be able to
write very good English, but judging from his letters to me, I don’t
think his English master, Mr. Tucker, can havel much to complain
of. His reason for this is that he speaks three languages and
sometimes mixes elements of one with another. Although nearly
everyone at his school can speak English, Hindi is the national
language, and he aleo speaks a local dialect, Gujerati, which is spoken
in the Bombay area,

Jayant’s school sounds very similar in many ways to College. The
major sports are scccer, cricket and hockey, and when he last wrote
they had just had their annual cross country race — a mere one and
a half miles — but run in a temperature of 75°F. Many other out
of school activities are similar to our own, and I was amazed to hear
that Jayant had just seen ‘‘ Doctor at Sea ’’ as a school film.

Sport is taken very seriously at Indian schools, and as nearly
everyone will know, the Indian national hockey team are the present
world champions.

C. G. Gill, LVa.

FIRST CENTURY SCIENCE FICTION

Whose Greek expedition forestalled the Russians and the French ?
(See G.K.P. 1959-1960, 2 Vi.)

‘“ Seven days and seven nights we flew through space; and then
on the eighth we saw a great world hanging in the sky like an
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island. Bright and round and shining brilliantly; towards this were
we borne, and at last came to rest. On disembarking and inspecting
the countryside, we discovered it to be inhabited and well-tilled
too. Now from then on we saw no daylight, but as night fell there
appeared many other nearby islands, some large, sume small, shining
the colour of flames; and there was another world away down below,
with cities, rivers and oceans, woods and mountains; and this we
guessed to be the world we lived in.”’

(They are arrested by some odd men riding vultures which have
(on average), three or four heads, who take them to their king.)

‘“And so they arrested us and led us to him; and he‘ gazing at
us, and making up his mind from our general appearance and dress,
enquired, ‘‘Are you from Greece, gentlemen ?’’

Upon our assuring him we were, he demanded, ‘‘ Well how on
earth did you manage to come so far through space ?’’ We explained
it all at great length to him, and it turned out that he was a
fellow-countryman of ours, who had been stolen away in his sleep,
and on his arrival had become king. He then told us that this was
the land of Moon which shines so brightly for us down below.”

(The political situation is very confused and complicated; there
exists a state of war between the sun and the land of the Moon. They
are taken prisoner by some breed of sun dwellers and removed
thither, The war however comes to a rapid end when a great double
wall of clouds is built to keep the sun’s iight from the Moon. Peace
is concluded, and, after many adventures, they finally arrive home.)

Translated and adapted from (Lucian of Samosta, B. 120A.D.).
by J. Weale, MVI.

* SPORT’

Blow, blow, thou winter wind,
Thou’rt not so cold I find
As icy Silverburn.
Though thou the windows crack,
Yet thou the spite do lack
Of Steeplechasing stern.
Heigh ho | Sing heigh ho! Unto the green holly,
To run is sheer murder and trying mere folly.
Then heigh ho the holly |
Our life is most jolly !

Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky,
Though for an age thou try,
Thouw'lt ne’er my spirit best.
Withhold thy frozen leer.
By fear I drive out fear,
To rugby thou’rt a jest.
Heigh ho ! Sing heigh ho ! Unto the green holly,
Few bright men like brawling, when courage is folly.
Then heigh ho the holly !
This life is so jolly !
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Drip on, drip on oh rain,
Though. deadly dull thy strain,
I will not shut thee out.
Though I for shelter run
Yet thou art sooner done,
Than hockey’s jolly rout.
Heigh ho ! Sing heigh ho ! Unto the green holly,
This game is all trifling and keeness pure folly.
Then heigh ho the holly !
Now isn’t life jolly !

Do thy worst Oh Winter vile,
I think of sport and at thee smile
In happy jollity,
Though thou the seas should freeze
Thy breath’s a balmy breeze
When I from sport can fly.
Heigh ho ! Sing heigh ho! Unto the green holly,
Most games are a madness, and playing them folly.
Then heigh ho the holly !
This life is most jolly !
R. J. P. Bird, UVI.

A PUZZLING ILLUSTRATION

1 have been asked by several baffled Barrovian readers to supply
an explanation of the WHEN ? WHAT? WHY ? cartoon in
the last issue. I have reluctantly agreed : reluctantly, not because
the explanation is difficult, but because the most brilliant cartoor
can be made to look trivial when it is explained carefully, step by
step, to the uncomprehending.

The cartoon is based on the frequently observed contrast between
the games player in the classroom and the scholar on: the games
field. Both are incongruous, and incongruity is one of the main-
springs of humour There is nothing-very amusing about a cow in
its natural habitat, but if a cow wandered into the Barrovian Hall
during lunch, we might feel tempted to smile, If, moreover, the
cow had mysteriously acquired a black gown and had a mortar-board
precariously perched on its horns, and then decided to browse
amongst the assorted veg on the top table, there would be a distinct
danger of laughter. This situation if conveyed in picture form for
other’s entertainment would need more than mere illustration to
sustain it, It would need a caption giving some indication of the
particular aspect of the situation that tickled the cartoomist’s fancy.
Hence the three poignant questions, the athlete’s WHAT ? WHAT
is it all about ? WIAT purpose will this information serve ? The
scholar’s plaintive cry from that 1ro yard by 75 yard wilderness,
WHY ? WHY must cur mentors conspire to the degradation of
the human species 7 WHY must we risk body and limb in order to
recreate ourselves ?

Finally, the campaigning monk lifts the theme with him onto a
higher plane, and asks WHEN ? WHEN will all men be equal ?
WHEN will the individual gain true freedom of expression ? WHEN
will such false antitheses be reconciled ? [Ed.]
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RUGBY FOOTBALL

K.W.C. v. DOUGLAS (1.0.M.) (Away)
Thursday, November 5th,

For the first time this fixture took place in the delightfully rural atmosphere
of Kirby Park to the accompaniment of a rushing waterfall and the gentle lowing
of cattle. From the outset the College threequarters appeared to have an extra
yard of speed and thus the question was simply whether the forwards would gain
a reasonable share of the ball. Happily Bashforth was able to stir his pack into
some semblance of liveliness and for a period possession was equal. Both Midgley
and Vaughan gave Cohen long runs but the Douglas covering Was very thorough
and Woods a seemingly impenetrable barrier at full back. However it was the
pack who provided the opening for the first try with Cohen taking the final pass
and scoring far out on the right wing. Tweedale later dribbled neatly to score
a try in a similar position on the left.

If College supporters were hoping for the fireworks suitable for such a date,
they were disappointed. The weil-led Douglas pack began to take control and
to drive College back to their own line, Here Dixon performed prodigies In
covering and the defence generally proved sound. On a rare excursion to the
Douglas half, Midgley successfuily brought off his dummy scissors but yet again
the kick at goal was unsuccessful. Hereabouts College appeared to regard the
game ag won, an illusion which was rapidly shattered when Douglas scored a
goal from a skirmish near the line. They continued to press and on the day it
was clearly the elders who proved the better stayers.

This was an enjoyable game with College probably deserving thejr victory
because of superiority behind the scrum.

K.W.C., 9 points ; Douglag (I.o.M.), 5 points,

Team: R.J. Maddrell; J.S. Tweedale, M.J.8. Vaughan, AP, Midgley, P.L.
Cohen; R.O. Slack, A.C. Corlett; J.C. Beaty-Pownall, J.B. Atkinson, A.Q. Bash-
forth, G. Scott-Forrest, A, Weale, M.G. Walker, T.M.C. Moore, M. Dixon.

K.W.C. v. RYDAL (Away)
Saturday, November 14th

This match marked the first occasion on which the two schools had met — a
regrettable oversight but one now happily settled.

Although losing the toss and playing against the wind, College srangely took
the initiative and engaged in several probing attacks. But at this stage Vaughan
had to leave the field with an ankle injury, The threequarter line which was in
any case a re-adjustment now looked even more unbalanced and it was really
against the play when Tweedale scored after a snipe-like run, Rydal began to
assert a superiority forward, particularly in the line-outs, and even though
Vaughan returned to the game there was an air of desperation about much of the
play. Rydal scored a goal and a try and 8-3 fairly represented the run of the
play at half-time.

Baghforth then breathed a hopeful message into the side, moved Vaughan
to his normal position at centre and decided to play the game defensively. Owing
to sound covering from Dixon and Corlett, P., and to some effective tackhng,
this policy paid dividends. College gained a temporary territorial advantage and
from a neat dribble by Bashforth, Midgley gained the touch-down in a scramble
near the line. Vaughan converted to make the score 8-8. However, within six
minutes Rydal scored two unconverted tries to settle the issue,

This then was much the same story as the rest of the season ; the forwards
were outclassed physically and although tackling well, they were not fast enough
to gain possession in the loose. The backs defended well for long periods but
inevitably mistakes were made from which an alert Rydal side were keen to
take advantage.

We should like to thank our hosts for their delightful hospitality and we
look forward to entertaining them in the Island next year.
K.W.C., 8 points ; Rydal, 14 points,

Team: R.J. Maddrell; J.8. Tweedale, V.R. McDonald, A.P. Midgley, M.J.S.
Vaughan; R.0. Slack, A.C. Corlett; J.C. Beaty-Pownall, J.B. Atkinson, A.Q.
Bashforth, G.8. Cowley, G. Scott-Forrest, M.G. Walker, P.N, Corlett, M. Dixon,
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K.W.C. v. MERCHANT TAYLORS' SCHOOL, CROSBY (Home)
Wednesday, November 18th

This was a miserable game for threequarters and spectators alike as a strong
and bitter north-east wind chilled hands and spirits. Pre-match propaganda had
it that thi§ Merchant Taylors’ side was a stronger combination than their highly
successful one of the previous season but in fact they turned out to be no more
than well-drilled and workmanlike, This was just as well for College forwards
could gain little possession and the threequarters were thus forced to lie fat
defensively and dispiritedly. Midgley put in some low-trajectory Kkicks, Slack
made one good break but the only score of the half was a penalty goal kicked
by Merchant Taylors’,

The pattern was much the same in the second half. 'The forwards struggled
against a heavier pack while one or two of the threequarters appeared to be
dreaming of the hot showers to come. This impression was confirmed when the
Merchant Taylors’ number eight was allowed to seize the ball from a group of
uninterested College players and to score the only try of the match,

Neither side came out of this encounter with much credit. Merchant Taylor's
deserved their victory but the real winner was the wind from the icy Steppes.

K.W.C., 0 points ; Merchant 7Taylor’s, Crosby, 6 points,

Team: R.J. Maddrell; V.R, McDonald, M.J.8. Vaughan, A.P. Midgley, J.S.
Tweedale; R.0O, Slack, A.C. Corlett; G.S. Cowley, J.B. Atkinson, A.Q. Bashforth,
A. Weale, G. Scott-Forrest, P.N. Corlett, R.J.P, Bird, M, Dixon.

K.W.C. v. WALLASEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL (Away)
Wednesday, November 25th

This was the first visit of the 1st XV to the New Brighton ground. Conditions
were typical for the time of year — a pall of murky cloud and a persistent and
insistent drizzle. The College backs appeared dangerous from the outset but
a combination of over-elaboration, good Wallasey covering and a Succession of
dropped passes prevented any score in the first half,

The second half started in a confident manner with a dummy scissors, a
cross-kick and a blind side movement and it appeared that at last all stops
were to be pulled out for a trinmphant blast. But this was a mere Heeting
glimpse of potentialities which flattered to deceive. True Tweedale and Vaughan
scored typical tries, the former with a neat swerve and the latter with
irresistible momentum, but never did the whole XV become alive simultaneously.
Vaugh;g kicked a penalty goal after two previous near misses to make the tinal
score 9-0,

K.W.C,, 9 points ; Wallasey Grammar School, 0 points,

Team: R.J. Maddrell; J.S, Tweedale, M.J.S, Vaughan, A.P, Midgley, V.R.
McDonald; R.0. Slack, A.C. Corlett; G.S, Cowley, J.B. Atkinson, A.Q. Bash.
forth, A. Weale, G. Scott-Forrest, M.G. Walker, P.N, Corlett, M. Dixon,

K.W.C. v. R.A.F. (JURBY) (Home)
Saturday, November 28th

For the first time for several weeks College fielded their srongest backs and
the result was soon apparent. Attacks moved with a rhythm and a confidence