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MR. S. E, WILSON
PRINCIPAL 1935-1958

Earlier this term the Trustees gave a Dinner at the Fort Anne
Hotel in honour of the Principal and Mrs. Wilson. After the dinner
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor spoke of all they have done
for college during their twenty-three years here. His Excellency
has kindly given us permission to print this speech as our tribute
to Mr. and Mrs. Wilson.

* *

I don’t know whether I am any more or any less justified in compar-
ing Mr. Wilson with Sir Christopher Wren than in comparing King
William's College with St. Paul's Cathedral, but certainly King
William's College is as important to the Island as St. Paul’s is to
London, and certainly it is to Sir Christopher Wren that the tribute
stands ‘‘ If you seek his mogument, look around,”” and that is
the tribute that I pay to Mr. Wilson tonight, to Mr. Wilson and
Mrs. Wilson who has stood by him and supported him through all
his service.

Look, then, at King William’s College and all that it stands for
and incorporates — the buildings, the finances, the masters, the boys
and the old boys. King William’s College was a fine school before,
it has been a fine school all its history, but like others it has had its
ups and downs, through no fault of its own, and even fine schools
can wilt and die, through no fault of their own.

The College was perilously near that state when Mr. Wilson came
to it in 1935. During his regime of 23 years it has come to one
of the finest periods of flowering in its history. You all know the
tremendous work of love and pride and sacrifice that Mr, Hughes
Games put into the task of restoration, until indeed he is spoken of
as our second founder, but just as Mr. Wilson would be the last to
deny this title to Mr. Hughes Games, so I am equally certain would
Hugo have been the last to deny to the Principal his share in it, or
to suggest that, whatever he did himseif, the College could have
prospered as it has without the right man at the top.

Structurally the College has changed considerablga during these
twenty-three years, and, in the opinion of those I have consulted,
entirely for the good. The completion of the Western Front crowns
a period of immense improvement to the College buildings. The new
Science block ‘betokens Mr. Wilson's foresight to the future. The
numbers of boys at the College have increased from the wrong side
of 200 to over 350, the College has freed itself from being a grant-
aided school at the time when its finances were so low, and become
completely independent with a good fiscal policy that has enabled ug
to keep the school ever on the move as regards improvements and
good repair.

Our co-operation with the Board of Education, in which Mr. Wilson
has been our advisor and co-adjutor, has shown a vision which is
only now being realised by the great Public Schools of England, for
we to-day at College and for many years past, have had in operation
the system of free-place boarders with representation on the Govern-
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ing Body by the Local Educational Authority which has only recently
been approved by the Public Schools Governing Bodies Association
as the answer to the present political situation.

I am working up through buildings, numbers, and finances to
the most important thing of all, the tone of the school as you see it
in its old boys as they go about the world. Many of you here are
old boys, but none of you, I think, are Mr. Wilson’s old boys, so
I can say what I have to say without making you blush. O.K.W.s
are valued about the world, and I can tell you why — because they
are numbered among those who can be relied on to do their job —
not merely because they do their job, but because they can be relied
on to do it, because you know they will do it: and you know they
will do it because of the standards to which they have been brought
up, the standards which have been pushed, cajoled, inspired and
even if necessary beaten, into them until they have become second
nature to them. I am not thinking of Field-Marshals, Nobel prize-
winners and people like that, but ithe ordinary straightforward
person going about his daily job at home or abroad, facing up to a
crisis when he meets one, and helping to make the world a better
place by what he does himself and by his example — the man who
‘“ seeks not praise nor guerdon *’ as Kipling puts it, but who

‘“ Knows that it is best,
Expeditious, wise and best,
to obey his orders,”
and who knows that a man ‘‘ must finish off his work,

Right or wrong his daily work,
And without excuses.”’

These are the standards of men like the ordinary Regimental
Officer, the District Officer in the Civil Service, the Planter, the
Business man at home or abroad, the Doctor, the Lawyer, all the
things which the majority of us are. And these are the men whom
Mr. Wilson has sent out into the world. And that is why Kipling,
in praising the masters of his own school, though he never mentioned
their names, began his poem with the words ‘‘ Let us now praise
famous men."”’

If I had sent as many men out into the world with these standards
as Mr. Wilson has, I should feel I had served my country well,

I hope Mr. Wilson feels that, and I hope Mrs. Wilson feels proud
of her share in all that he has done,

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to rise and drink to the health

of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, and long may they live to enjoy together
in happiness and good health, the retirement they have so well

carned,

MR. J. B. NELSON

College will seem a strange place next term without both S.E.W.
and J.g.N It is thirty-five years since J.B.N. came, in 1923, as &
young bachelor full of enthusiasm and good works, In a remarkable
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way he has kept up these characteristics over the years overcoming,
at first, physical disability caused by a crash during his service with
the R.F.C. in the First War. He had previously served at Salonika
with the Public Schools Battalion of the Middlesex. Later on, a
duodenal ulcer was a heavy drain on his health, yet in spite of it
all he was to be seen, day in, day out, coaching the Colts at cricket
for twenty years, and after that, for many years, he took and coached
Hunt House juniors at cricket and rugger. In his younger days he
was a sound opening bat with a beautiful late cut, and was at his
best on a difficult wicket.. In the field he was good too and little
. got past him in his favourite position of gully or at old fashioned
point.

He was in charge of Scouts for a long time, and used to take Rover
Scouts on treks and expeditions to Scotland, or the Lake District,
demonstrating much of the technique of climbing, for he was pretty
goed on rocks.

All through the years he has been in charge of the Geography
Department and has brought to this teaching the same enthusiasm
and thoroughness that he has demonstrated in his other activities.

When he married, his wife helped him in selfless devotion, to
further the well-being of many generations of boys of Hunt House,
of which he was Housemaster for twenty years,

We wish him a happy time in his retirement, when he will have
the time to indulge in his hobbies and perhaps enjoy a little fishing,
and we hope that he and Mrs. Nelson will be spared for many years
to listen, across the playing field, to the getting-up bell, and having
heard, to sigh and then turn over, and blissfully forget it. S.B.

MR. C. R. WHITTAKER

K.W.C. seems fated to lose senior Classical masters just as they are
making their marks. Hugh Mullens was here for 6 years if the years
of his war service are excluded. His successor Derek Usherwood was
also here for 6 years and now Dick Whittaker is departing after a
mere 4 years. They are all able men with liveliness of mind, restiess
vitality, enthusiasm for their job and eagerness to take part to the
full in school activities. It is because of this that they must move
on before the kindly but inmsidious tentacles of College grip them
and hold them fast.

During Whittaker’s brief sojourn at College he has developed into
a fully-fledged schoolmaster. So far as teaching is concerned, his
results have improved year by year so that (to pick but one instance)
every boy in last year's UVa passed at ‘“ O’ level in Latin. But
he isn’t only a teacher. He has been invaluable as a rugger coach —
and has played many a useful game on Big Side. His coaching of
athletics field events has met with much success. He has helped
with cricket and indeed with most school games,
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Like Usherwood before him he is a good churchman. He is
secretary of College’s parochial council and our representative on the
Diocesan Conference. His enthusiasm and skill extends to music and
besides being a more-than-useful member of the choir he has made
fascinating noises.in the orchestra on a bass-clarinet. He has been
responsible for the founding of a classical society, the Knights. And
so it goes on. There are very few facets of College life to which he
has not added a sparkle, and his departure will be keenly felt. We
shall miss his wife, too, who like her husband has become a part of
College life and who has (in particular) shared her husband’s interest
in Chapel affairs.

Mr. Whittaker has accepted a post at the Glasgow Academy where
he will rejoice in a large Classical Sixth. From Derbyhaven to Glas-
gow, from College to a great day-school, these are vast changes. .
and Mrs. Whittaker and their children will make these changes with
warm good wishes from College and with College’s sincere hope for
their happiness and success in the future. We hope too that they
will not be able to resist the call of the Island and that we need only
say ‘‘au revoir.”

RANDOM NOTES

B.B.C. Brains Trust

On Whit Sunday a shortened form of Evensong was broadcast
from the college chapel (a full account of this event will be found in
the Chapel Notes). The following Wednesday we welcomed the
distinguished authors, Noel Streatfield, Lettice Cooper, Hugh Ross
Williamson and Malcolm Saville, who answered ' spontaneously
literary questions put to them by members of the Sixth Form. A
shortened version of this Brains Trust was subsequently broadcast
in Children’s Hour. Though we were very pleased to have an
opportunity of imeeting the ‘members of the panel, it must be
admitted that the programme itself was on the tedious side. Twao of
the speakers were clearly not equipped to answer the sort of
questions that was asked and Mr. Ross Williamson, who was
admirably provocative, failed to find any sparring partner among his
colleagues. Lionel Hale, the chairman, worked valiantly to stimulate
some argument, but for the most part the team were content to
agree with the last speaker,

P L3 ®

There was a tea party in the library on Thursday, May 8th, for
masters and their wives to meet the Principal-elect and Mrs Rees-
Jones. A good time was had by all, except Mr. and Mrs. Rees-Jones
who were fog-bound in Liverpool and did not arrive until it was all

over. 3 Y &
We congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Glover on the birth of a daughter.
& L 4 P

We congratulate J. E. Crowe, who has been awarded a G.E.C.
University Scholarship in connection with his course at Cambridge.
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I. W. B. K. Brown (Hunt), who won a prize in the painting
competition organised by Fry’s last year, has been asked by the
British Council to allow his entry to be included in the permanent
exhibition of British Children’s Art for exhibition overseas.

+ L 2 &
Free halves were granted on March 1oth and May 14th.
ki +® ¥

The new science building has now been completed and was
officially opened at the end of term. A description of the opening
ceremony and photographs of the building will appear in the next
Barrovian.

+ + 4

On Friday, May 16th, we welcomed Mr. R. P, Bush who gave a
talk about careers in Northern Rhodesia.

SCHOOL OFFICERS

At the beginning of term A. H. Johnson and I. F. Skidmore were
appointed Praepositors and A. E. Bashforth, N. Cretney, P. Curtis,
C. Norris, and D. A. Wood Sub-Praepositors. A, H. Johnson is
Captain of Cricket, J. F. Cannan Captain of Swimming and M. H.
Castle Captain of Shooting.

VALETE
March, 1958.

R. G. B. ARCHIBALD (1955-68) School. MIVb.
Address: c¢/o Westminster Bank, Sussex Gardens, London, W.2.

R. H. I;i BABB (1953-1958) Hunt. LVb. 1st Class Senior Scout., House Team
ugger,
Gone to business.

Home address: Thie Ain, Terence Avenue, Douglas,

W. I. CARTER (1950-1958) Hunt. LVI. House Teams Rugger, Cricket and Cross-
Countx?v. G.T. 1957. G.C.E. *“ 0 level 1957 with 6 passes, Cert., A,
Parts I and II. 1st Class Shot.
Gone to business.
Home address: The Cottage, Derbyhaven, lsle of Man.

P. A, DAVIES (1949-1958). Junior-Walters, MVI, 2nd Rugby Colours 1957-58.
House Crest for Cross-Country, G.T. 1956,67, G.C.E. at “ O ” level 1956
with 7 passes. P.0. in R.N. Section of C.C.F. Cert. A Parts I and II,
Proficiency Certs, R.N. Parts I and II Q.M. Cert. Marksman.
Gone to business,

Home address: Deepfields, Heybridge Lane, Presbury, Cheshire.

N. J. Q. HOWARTH (1949-1958) Hunt-School. UVI. Praepositor, Captain of
School Rugby and Shooting. 2nd XI Cricket 1956; 2nd Athletics 1956;
Rugby 1st XV 1055,56,67. XL colours 1951, Shooting VIII 1958,54.
7-a-Side Team 1954-58, Member of Games Committee 1957-58, House
Captain of Athletics, Cross-Country, Rugby and Shooting. House Cres{
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for Cricket. G.C.E. at ““ 0" level with 4 passes 1955, G.C.E, at “A ™
level with 2 passes- Cert. A Parts I and II. Marksman,
Gone to business,

Home address: Noyna, Esplanade, Douglas,
H. E. 1}“17{1881\(}1{ (1954-1958). Colbourne. LVI. G.C.E, *“ 0 Level with 8 passes

Home address: Rosebank, Crosby, Isle of Man.

R. MANWARING (1953-1957) Dickson, MVI. G.C.E. “ 0" Level 1956 with
6 passes. Sgt. R.AF, Section C.C.F.
Home address: 15 Westbourne Drive, Douglas,

H, MARTLAND (1955-1958) Junior-Walters,
Home address: The Gloucester, Loch Promenade, Douglas,
J. B. THOMPSON (1954-1958) School. LVb, House Team Jun, Rugger 1964.

Cert. A Parts I and Il. 1st Class Shot.
Gone to business.

Home address: 3 Frankby Road, Meols, Cheshire,

SALVETE
May, 1958.
SCHOOL HOUSE: Lewis, P. E. (UIVD).
WALTERS HOUSE: Hodgkinson, P. A. (UIVb).
HUNT HOUSE: Bargery, R, W. F. (Il); Grifin, P. C. (IIL),

CHAPEL NOTES

Special Preachers

March oth Rev. C. Curtis, Vicar of Arbory.

March 12th  Confirmation by the Lord Bishop.

March 16th  Rev. R. C. Christopher, Sec. British and Foreign Bible
Society.

March 23rd Rev. C. I. Pettit, Gen. Sec. of Church of England
Men’s Society.

May 1xth Rev. F. B. Glass, Vicar of Castletown.

June 1st Rev. G. G. Gresswell, Vicar of Rushen.

June 22nd Rev. J. E. C. Lawler, Superintendent of the Missions
to Seamen.

The Broadcast

On Sunday, May 25th (Whit Sunday), a shortened version of
Evensong was broadcast from the chapel as part of ‘‘ Children’s
Hour.”” The Rev. Parkinson preached a short sermon, and the
lesson was read by J. D. B. Watson, A plainsong and fauxbourdon
version of the Nunc Dimittis was sung, and the choir sang as an
anthem Mendelssohn’s setting of Psalm 43.

Chapel Music

The work necessary for the broadcast has rather curtailed the
introduction of new music this term, although the Stanford B flat






